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Dear Friends in Christ,

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world." I Peter 5:8-9.

Greetings from Iruma City Japan. I arrived here on February 25 having been brought from 
Narita Airport by Pastor Koji Shimizu. The distance of about 70 miles often takes two hours, 
depending upon the time of day and traffic.

The jet lag often takes me a week to get over, but on my first Sunday back I was able to 
recognize and greet everyone. As usual, the church ladies served a delicious Japanese lunch, 
after which we had Song Time, fellowship, and practice with the hand bells for Easter's special 
program. Those who work with the bells do well. I enjoyed just sitting and listening. The three 
octave bell set was a gift to the church from a long time member. Pastor said they could use one 
additional set of bells.

There is a Japanese company manufacturing a new line that we were able to hear at a city 
concert. One rather large instrument sound's like a Buddhist Temple bell. I suppose if they 
obtain one of these they will have to rename the church Temple Baptist Church. -Only 
kidding!

Pastor Koji plays flute, Yoshilco, his wife plays the like new Yamaha piano. It is my hope to 
take a set of tubular chimes at Christmas time. If a church member should be led to help me 
with the four thousand dollar cost, send your gift to me for my account 75 at BIMI 
headquarters. Be sure to note your special gift is for Tubular chimes.

Pastor Koji and I paid a visit to the Japan Baptist Seminary near the mountain town of 
Karuizawa about 100 miles from Iruma City. He wanted to visit a student to help with his 
graduation thesis. The man has a PhD in physics. He received Christ as his Savior, resigned 
from his university faculty, and will soon be ready to pastor a church. Yes! The Lord is in 
control of everything. At chapel, I counted eleven men and a few ladies preparing to serve the 
Lord. Indeed! God answers prayer.

The Japanese from childhood are taught to give honor to their ancestors. Buddhism and Shinto 
coexist. Each has its home worship center. And with both religions they will attend the family 
grave at least twice a year. They pour water over the gravestone to "cool the spirit." They bow 
and clap their hands three times. Christians may not worship the dead. When a new believer 
hears this, he will panic. Often he will not return to the church.



The work place is little or no different. Often the higher up in a company you go, the closer you 
get to worshiping the founder. We have or have had men in our church that make no profession 
of faith for the reason given here. Company life is family life.

Men called to the ministry have little of this world's goods. Often its a life of poverty. Some 
young men would like to enter Bible college but no one will help with the finances. Part time 
work helps a little. We need to assist Japanese Nationals.

On my last Sunday in Japan I preached on the Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ. It's a 
subject many pastors pass by because there are so many views. With a chart to help I showed 
we were in the Church age. The Rapture can come at any moment. We will be with Christ 
during the seven year tribulation. The second coming follows etc. There are signs concerning 
the second coming -fulfilled prophecy. Let us LOOK UP for our redemption is soon to come.

I thank those churches that continue to assist my ministry helping Japanese Nationals. The loss 
of much church support is the major reason we worship in the same house we began thirty-six 
years ago. Praise God for the house!

In His Amazing Grace, Bill James
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